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Things that we have heard and 
known, that our fathers have 
told us. We will not hide them 
from their children, but tell to the 
coming generation the glorious 
deeds of the Lord, and his might, 
and the wonders that he has done. 

Psalm 78:3-4
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Activities and Classes
 + 4 Industrial Sewing Machines 
 + Dry Erase Boards
 + Book: Goliath Must Fall: Win 

       the Battle Against Your Giants
 + Rhythm and String Instruments
 + Pottery Wheel
 + Adult Bicycles
 + Horseshoe Pit
 + Craft Materials 

Men’s Center
 + Clean Underwear
 + Men’s Jeans (32-36”)
 + New Socks
 + New Practical Shoes (sizes 10-13)
 + Razors
 + Belts

PRAYER REQUESTS
 + Men’s Life Change program, participants  

and staff.

 + New and sustainable funding for a Women’s 
Life Change Program.

The Eugene Mission Today, continued

MOTHERS & CHILDREN’S CENTER 
The Mothers & Children’s Center has 40 beds and 
serves mothers and children up to 17 years old. Many 
moms arrive with no job and hardly a dollar to their 
name. Many have fled domestic abuse and arrive in 
fear for their lives. They all find a warm, (gated) safe 
shelter here, along with special creature comforts. 
Little ones get a teddy bear, brand-new clothes and 
school supplies. Moms get help from mission staff in 
connecting with critical community services, such as for 
permanent housing and financial assistance. Children are 
bused to school with the help of McKinney-Vento Liaisons 
provided by our 3 local school districts. When not at 
school children remain with their mothers at all times. 
If there are older boys in the mix, that family group is 
provided a private room, kept together and intact. 

LIFE CHANGE PROGRAM HOUSE FOR MEN 
The Life Change program is one of the most under-
realized programs at The Eugene Mission. Each year, 
up to 40 men are enrolled in an “addiction relapse 
prevention program” which includes cognitive 
behavioral therapy, vocational training, mental health 
assistance and basic life skills. The participants are 
vetted and the program is free. It is rigorous and 
effective. Each participant has a mentor and community 
partners who work to piece their shattered lives together. 
The typical participant in our Life Change program has 
a history of incarceration and multiple failed attempts 
at sobriety and years, even decades of addiction to 
methamphetamine, heroin, opioids and alcohol. 

Every week at the Eugene Mission, we conduct multiple 
tours and forums discussing homelessness and a public 
health crisis has intersected with a lack of affordable 
housing options and mental health services.  In the 
founding years of the Eugene Mission, society was very 
different than it is in 2020. There are limited resources 
for the mentally ill and there are significant challenges 
with addiction, generational poverty, mental illness and 
family/community disintegration. The Eugene Mission 
is working to bring in community partners for a Life 
Revitalization Campus and Rescue+Revitalize+Restore 
(R3) programs for our guests.  

To learn more about R3, and the efforts in 2020 
to address homelessness at the Eugene Mission, 
contact Beth Sheehan at Beths@eugenemission.org 
to set up a “walk about” and to learn more.  

Kitchen
 + Pasta (large bags)
 + Marinara Sauce (#10 cans)
 + Salad Dressing
 + Cooking Oil
 + Sugar
 + Mayo
 + Ketchup
 + Pancake Mix
 + Syrup

Hospitality
 + Toothbrushes
 + Shampoo
 + Lip Balm
 + Q-Tips
 + Tissue Packets
 + Backpacks

THE WONDERS  
HE HAS DONE
I was working along on our exciting 
new and innovative relationship-
based programming which will help 
our guests with life skills when our 
wonderful facilities director brought 
“Nevertheless: The Story of the 
Eugene Mission” into my office.  

“Nevertheless” is a 33-page pamphlet written by Marie N. Brannock that 
was printed in 1972 which shares the beautiful story of how God worked 
to bring about the establishment of the Eugene Mission at its current 
location when there literally was just $5 in the Mission’s bank account.  

It was as if God was saying, “Yes, seek Me and My plans for My Mission, 
and never forget the wonders I have done here and the faithful service 
of those who came before you.” 

This reminder has prompted our leadership team to take measures to 
preserve Eugene Mission history.  We are working to identify historic 
photographs and timelines, and would like to take oral histories.

We are reaching out to the Eugene Mission family to ask for receipt 
of older photos of the Eugene Mission (with as much identifying 
information noted as possible) and to provide accounts of lives changed 
or extraordinary events that occurred through the decades of the 
Mission’s operation.  We will be featuring some of the information 
received in upcoming newsletters, on our website and in social media.  
If you would like to help, please contact: beths@eugenemission.org  
or call 541-344-3251 ext. 153

Please help us remember and tell of the wonders He has done!

Thank you,

Sheryl Balthrop 
Executive Director

Eugene Mission 1956 Located at  
6th & Willamette

2020 located on 7.5 acres at  
1542 West First Avenue

WISH LIST



“Get up! Pick up your mat and 
walk.” At once the man was cured; 
he picked up his mat and walked.
John 5:8

THE EUGENE MISSION TODAY
The Eugene Mission is the only crisis shelter in Lane 
County and is the largest “homeless” shelter in 
Oregon. On any given night, four hundred people will 
seek safety and sanctuary from the streets at The 
Eugene Mission. Our guests often come to our doors 
in a state of extreme poverty, crisis and desperation. 
When the winter temperatures drop to freezing and 
below, The Eugene Mission serves as a warming 
center and the numbers seeking shelter soar. We work 
with each guest on a case by case basis to ask “what 
happened to you, and how can we help?” 

In 2019, the Eugene Mission served an average of 950 
meals every day, provided shelter for over 2,212 unique 
individuals and provided day services for hundreds of 
people who camp, live in their cars or “couch surf.” The 
Eugene Mission offers warm, nutritious meals, access 
to free laundry facilities, donated clothing boutiques, 
toiletries and case management for navigation of 
services and resources.

Recently, Eugene, OR received the dubious distinction 
of being named the number one city in the United 
States for homelessness per capita. Point-in-Time 
statistics indicate that 130 people join the ranks of 
Lane County’s homeless every month. Our vulnerable 
neighbors who come to the Eugene Mission for shelter 
frequently suffer from mental health conditions, 
addiction, family instability and domestic violence. 
This week alone, the Center for Mothers and Children 
housed 20 children ranging in age from 3 days to 
17 years old. The Women’s Center has been filled to 
capacity since May 2019 and we are working to find 
space to accommodate more as the homelessness 
crisis continues to challenge and perplex our 

community. We operate three separate centers and one 
Life Change Program house for men. 

MEN’S CENTER
The Men’s Center has 275 beds for men ages 18 years 
and older, most of whom sleep in a bunk bed dormitory 
with homemade quilts made by community members. 
Men spending the night are checked in and have a 
designated bed, locker and baggage cage to keep their 
belongings safe. For many guests, all of their belongings 
are in the bag they carry and theft is a HUGE concern 
addressed with a secure locker system and baggage 
room staffed by Mission employees. Each guest 
showers before “turning in” and is issued clean pajamas. 
Safety, followed by hygiene and dignity determine all 
of our systems. It is a large population of people with 
challenging behaviors and health conditions. We greet 
them all warmly and learn their names and situations. 

WOMEN’S CENTER 
The Women’s Center serves women ages 18 years and 
older. There are 68 beds in a dormitory, also furnished 
with homemade quilts and pillow cases. The number of 
single women finding themselves homeless is increasing 
annually and the Eugene Mission Women’s Center is 
filled to capacity every night with a need to expand. The 
guests in the Women’s Center have a high degree of 
medical issues, advancing age and mental illness. Many 
have sought refuge from domestic violence and our 
center staff work with each woman on an individual basis 
to address their complex needs and help them navigate 
the complex social service matrix.

Continued on next page... 

SIXTY FOUR YEARS – THE EUGENE MISSION
The Eugene Mission and Ernie Unger 
were words that were spoken in 
the same breath for over 50 years.  
The Eugene Mission was founded 
in 1952 by Director Dick York as a 
Shield of Faith ministry for the “street 
people” of Eugene.  By 1958, the 
Eugene Mission had seen 3 physical 
addresses and 3 directors when the 
Board of Directors met young Ernie 
Unger. The meeting occurred in the 
backroom of “Hamburger Heaven”, a 
small resturant in downtown Eugene 

where the Board met regularly. At the time, Ernie 
worked for a large veneer plant pulling green chain 
and shift supervising.  While his career was unfolding, 
so was Ernie’s faith and desire to share the gospel with 
“transient” men who passed through Eugene looking for 
work. The Mission was a soup kitchen and chapel located 
at 6th and Willamette and had no buildings or land, $5.00 
in the bank and $1,500 in outstanding bills.  Fifty three 
years later, in 2011, “the mantle” was passed to Jack Tripp 

with a Mission campus of 7 acres, a dozen buildings, a 
bank account to support operations and a staff of 20.  

Jack Tripp, a former naval officer and sales and 
marketing executive with Fortune 500 companies, 
stepped into a more “modern” mission with “modern” 
problems in 2011.  The guests of the “homeless shelter” 
five decades later are no longer “itinerate” men 
looking for work with temporary stays.  Jack observed 
decades-long guests and rampant drug use, mental 
illness, women and children and overall despair.  It was 
Jack’s vision to transform the Mission into a “wellness 
center for the homeless.”  The Mission became a “dry” 
facility to help guests achieve and maintain sobriety 
and a voluntary chapel with an emphasis on showing 
God’s love in action and compassion.  Jack’s inspiration 
was the The Healing at the Pool in John 5:1-15.  

In December 2018, the “mantle was passed” to Sheryl 
Balthrop, attorney with Gaydos, Churnside & Balthrop, 
PC.  Sheryl had been a mission volunteer and board 
member with a decade as a managing shareholder for 

her firm and a childhood as a “farm girl” from Nyssa, 
OR.  At the Eugene Mission 2020, Sheryl continues 
to build on Unger’s “rescue” and Jack’s “wellness” to 
Vision 2020:  “Rescue + Revitalize + Restore” (R3).  

Today at the Eugene Mission, 400 guests will seek 
refuge from the streets in 3 centers:  Men’s Center, 
Women’s Center and Center for Mothers with Children.  
As the homelessness crisis grows in Eugene and the 
West Coast, Sheryl leads a staff of 44 who are working 
to address the roots of chronic homelessness which 
begins with stabilizing guests and working toward 
relational healing and reconnection. Sixty four years 
later, there is plenty of work yet to do and with God’s 

Ground breaking ceremony 1966

continual blessings and the support of our community 
through financial gifts, in-kind donations and 
volunteerism, we are ready! 


