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He Gently Leads Those Who Are With Young…
He will feed His flock like a shepherd. 

He will gather the lambs in His arms and carry them close to His heart. 
He will be gentle in leading those that are with young.  Isaiah 40:11 NLV

Sleep, my child, and peace attend thee 
All through the night 
Guardian angels God will send thee 
All through the night 

Quietly singing a tender lullaby, rocking 
a sweet swaddled newborn baby, in a 

cheerily decorated nursery, breathing in a 
faint aroma of baby lotion… Isn’t that the 
dream that most young girls have?  Then, 
“life happens,” and unfortunately for most 
of the women who end up at the Eugene 
Mission, their dreams were shattered along 
the way.   

Soft the drowsy hours are creeping 
Hill and dale in slumber sleeping 
I my loving vigil keeping 
All through the night 

Mom Carrie (38) has settled into the baby 
room of the Mothers and Children’s Wing 
after coming to the Mission’s Women’s 
Center 7 ½ months ago – right after 

finding out she was pregnant.  Carrie said 
she came here to “get away from drugs and 
alcohol – an unhealthy situation.”  Carrie 
has a history of substance abuse as well as 
a 15-year-old son “who is doing well and 
is living with his father.”  Carrie had three 
years of sobriety under her belt when she 
reconnected with a man whom she truly 
loves, but who also struggles with addiction.  
“I relapsed, got pregnant, and then decided 
I needed to make good choices for my sake 
and the sake of my baby.”  So…she left 
the relationship to work on her recovery.  
Carrie has been working full time during 
her pregnancy and attending NA (Narcotics 
Anonymous) meetings while staying at the 
Mission. “We’ve been attending couple’s 
counseling, but we can’t be a family until 
the baby’s father is doing better.”  She 
continued, “It’s hard, but it’s the right thing 
to do.”

While the moon her watch is keeping 
All through the night 

While the weary world 
is sleeping 
All through the night 

Carrie gave birth to baby 
Lily Anna on April 9th, spent 
five days in the hospital, and 
returned to the Mission 
on April 14th.  Our baby 
room is furnished with a 
crib, a set of bunks (in case 
there are other children), 
and a comfortable oak 
rocking chair. We outfit 
moms and babies with 

whatever they need – clothes, diapers, baby 
wipes, blankets – the works!  We love the 
mothers and babies that God sends to us 
for a short time and we know you do, too!  
Thank you for your prayers, your volunteer 
time, your donations of money and items 
that make the Eugene Mission a safe haven 
for mothers and children when in their 
time of need!

O’er thy spirit gently stealing 
Visions of delight revealing 
Breathes a pure and holy feeling 
All through the night

See Page 4



1542 West 1st  Avenue  •  PO Box 1149  •  Eugene, OR 97440  •  PH 541-344-3251eugenemission.org

Each May on Mother’s Day we think 
about and pray for all the mothers who 

are staying at the Eugene Mission. Whether 
it be in the Mother’s and Children’s Center 
where moms are physically with their 
children or in the Women’s Center or 
Women’s Life Change building (called the 
Tabitha House) where many of the mothers 
are separated from their children for a 
variety of reasons, it is a day of reflection 
and of hope for all of us. 

We are commanded by God to honor our 
mothers and told that in doing so we may 
actually prolong our lives! Honoring our 
moms seems to come naturally as we watch 
with compassion the vulnerable children 
who walk through our doors or when we 
listen to the innocence of the children who 
visit their moms at our Family Connections 
play area. Every child seems so reliant on 
their mother and so in need of their love 
just as we all were when we were little 
children.  

The wonderful book of Proverbs lays out a 
beautiful vision of what a mom is all about 
and how she serves with kindness those 
needy children of hers.

“She opens her mouth in wisdom, and 
the teaching of kindness is on her 
tongue. She looks well to the ways 
of her household, and does not eat 
the bread of idleness. Her children 
rise up and call her blessed”  Proverbs 
31:26-28

The reality of motherhood at the Mission 
can seem quite far removed from these 
words. Often the moms staying here 
with their children are in a state of chaos 
and dysfunction, in need themselves of a 
mother’s care. Due to life circumstances, the 
hurt mothers must focus on their own care 
before they can care in a healthy and good 
way for their children. For other mothers 
here without their children, having lost 
custody due to mental health, addiction and/
or safety concerns, the beautiful vision of 
the mom in Proverbs may seem like a pipe 
dream. All of these women, like each of us, 
are in need of love and hope.

“As one whom his mother comforts, 
so I will comfort you”
Isaiah 66:13

Amazingly, the Mission can be exactly the 
right place for the Lord to bring His help, 
His comfort, His love and His wisdom to 
each unique situation amidst the turmoil and 
wilderness of a homeless life. As the staff 
teaches and shares the joy of His goodness 
and love through strong social service case 
management and the sharing of His good 
news; as healthy volunteers help create a 
wonderful, orderly and kind environment 
throughout each day in all the service they 
do; and as other friends and neighbors come 
in to support the Eugene Mission extending 
a helping hand to the moms and children 
(like Camp Harlow just did by bringing our 
kids to Spring Camp for free), a change can 
happen. As we share the commandment of 
LOVE through caring words and actions, 
moms are able to change. Both the mothers 
and their children can heal from past 
situations and leave the mission with more 
hope and comfort than when they entered 
the Mission.  They can “get well.” 

We praise God for those who support the 
efforts of the Eugene Mission to help heal 
moms and their children. Thank you so very 
much!

In His Love,

Jack Tripp      

“Honor your father and your mother, that your days may be 
prolonged in the land which the LORD your God gives you.”    

Exodus 20:12

Some of our Moms and Kids!

Though my father and my mother 
abandoned me, the LORD gathers 
me up.  Psalm 27:10

Kissy (33) grew up without her mom 
(who was a drug addict) or her dad 
(whom she never met) and was raised 
by her grandmother.  She applauded her 
grandmother, who raised three genera-
tions:  Kissy’s mother, Kissy, and Kissy’s 
children – a 17-year-old and an 11-year-
old who now are living with their father 
and doing well, a 7-year-old daughter 
who is with relatives, and Adan (6) who 
is at the Mission with Kissy.  

Kissy and Adan have been staying in the 
Mothers and Children’s Wing since Feb-
ruary in an attempt to start her life over, 
clean and sober!  Kissy spent 30 days in 
a residential program in Washington, and 
she left the state to get away from nega-
tive influences that could hinder her re-
covery.  She is now attending Willamette 
Family’s outpatient program and is slated 
for a June graduation.

Struggling with drugs for 14 years off 
and on, Kissy was sober for two years 
when she lost several loved ones over 
a short period of time – her boyfriend, 
her mother, two close friends, and her 
beloved grandmother.  Though she 
doesn’t excuse her drug use, she says 
that the emotional pain from these 
deaths contributed to her relapse. Kissy 
determinedly says, “I grew up without a 
mom and dad.  I want to stop the cycle.  
I see now how much my kids need me.”

Kissy is working hard on her recovery.  
She has met with the Mission’s social 
services case managers who have helped 
her with paperwork, applications for 
housing, and enrollment in the Rapid Re-
housing program.  She has reconnected 
with her brothers, with whom she has 
not talked in over four years.  She hopes 
to be reunited with her daughter soon.  
Kissy said, “I’m so thankful that the Mis-
sion is here.  I don’t have to stress about 
having a safe place to sleep or what I’m 
going to feed my son.”  Please pray for 
Kissy – that she continues to meet her 
recovery goals, and that she and her 
children will soon have a home! 
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A Mom’s Story of Forgiveness and Hope 
I have become absolutely convinced that neither death nor life, neither messenger of Heaven nor 
monarch of earth, neither what happens today nor what may happen tomorrow, neither a power 
from on high nor a power from below, nor anything else in God’s whole world has any power to 

separate us from the love of God in Jesus Christ our Lord!   Romans 8:38-39 CEB

“The Mission literally saved my life – that 
is not an exaggeration at all. I came here 
broken and was introduced to God and 
people who cared; which I hadn’t had in so 
long.” said 52-year-old Melinda.  She shares 
her story in her own words:

My parents divorced when I was 4, so I 
grew up with a single mom with a dad on 
weekends.  They were both very loving but 
dysfunctional.  My father was an alcoholic 
who remarried an alcoholic. There was a 
lot of chaos, fear and confusion as a child. 
I started drinking at 15, simply due to 
peer pressure.  I was a straight-A student, 
considered a nerd, and I wanted to fit in 
with the popular “cool” crowd and that’s 
what they did.  Both of my parents drank 
so I thought it was “what I was supposed 
to do.”

It was just a quick jump from drinking to 
smoking pot.  By the time I hit college I 
was drinking every day and to the point 
of blackout on most weekends.  I dropped 
out of college after three years.  But then 
life took an up-turn.  I went to work 
and started excelling at work – getting 
promoted, getting raises, and getting a little 
self-esteem.  I started dating my former 
husband, we got married, and moved to 
Oregon to go into business with my dad 
when I was about 32.  

Our business was an accounting software 
consulting firm, and I excelled working 
with my father.  We grew the company 
from a few clients to a half-a-million dollar 
business.  I traveled the state converting 
accounting systems.  All was going well, I 
was working 60 hours a week and traveling, 
and I was loving it!  Then I got pregnant.  A 
year after my daughter Claire was born, 
my husband and I divorced.  A year later, 
my daughter was diagnosed with severe 
autism and my father died.  I was traveling, 
I had an autistic toddler, and I was a single 
mom.  Nothing in my life fit together very 
well.  I tried bringing my mom on the road 

with me to care for Claire, but she got 
diagnosed with Alzheimer’s.  I got severely 
depressed, and I eventually had to leave 
my dream job.  It felt like my world had 
collapsed.

Then, I fell and hurt my back, and got 
hooked on pain pills.  For ten years I 
abused prescription meds while continuing 
to work at a different job, raising Claire, 
and caring for my mother until her 
Alzheimer’s progressed beyond my 
ability to handle.  My pain med addiction 
progressed to trying heroin because it 
was easier to get and cheaper than my 
prescription pills.  I lost my job, my house, 
my car, and I lost custody of my then 
10-year-old daughter.  At that point I tried 
treatment, and though I maintained close to 
three years of sobriety, it was a struggle.  It 
was not recovery – it was abstinence and 
fighting to not use every day.  There was no 
peace, no internal change. 

My mother died a few months later, I lost 
my job as a live-in caregiving position, so 
I also lost my place to live.  That started 
my downhill spiral to addiction and 
homelessness – which goes hand in hand 
in many cases.  I met a string of the wrong 
people and the further I slid, the harder 
it was to think about getting out so I 
kept numbing my feelings with drugs and 
alcohol.  I was living in a tent by a river for 
over a year with an abusive man.   I was so 
depressed and desperate and could see no 
way to turn my life around.

I came to the Mission when I fled my 
abuser as I had nowhere else to turn.  I 
found out about the Life Change Program 
and enrolled, but I was physically sick, and 
missed a lot of classes.  I needed surgery, 
so I left the Program, and then shortly 
relapsed.  I was living with a friend, and 
was again absolutely miserable.  One day in 
early November 2014, I was standing in the 
kitchen, spiritually desperate and sobbing. I 
know this sounds strange, but God “spoke 
to me!”  Not audibly, but it was Him.  I 
dropped to my knees, and I knew that the 
only way of saving my life was turning it 
over to Him.  It was literally like a bolt of 
lightning hitting me.  I called the Mission 
immediately and talked with Teresa Ortiz 
(Women’s Life Change Manager) and asked 
to come back to the Life Change Program.  
I was packed and back at the Mission within 
three days.  And, I haven’t looked back.  

My life is a miracle.  I’ve been able to forgive 
myself for the horrible decisions I’ve made 
because God forgives me.  Who am I to 
argue with God?  If He forgives me, I can 
forgive myself and look forward rather than 
backwards.  In God’s eyes, “My sins are as 
far as the East is from the West and He has 
removed my transgressions from me.” 

My exciting news is that I recently met with 
my former husband about a visitation plan 
for my daughter, who is now 16 years old, 
and whom I haven’t seen for two years.  He 
was finally open to talking with me only 
because he could see the changes in me.  In 
our meeting, I apologized to him, owned up 
to all the mistakes I had made, and told him 
how thankful I was for all he has done for 
Claire.  We agreed on a weekly supervised 
visitation plan, and took our plan before the 
judge, who approved our agreement! I’ll be 
able to see Claire once a week for now and 
hopefully more often in the future.  I am 
humbled by the power of God.  It is only 
through Him that this has happened.  People 
have been praying for me, my daughter, and 
for my family and these prayers have been 
answered.   God is so good!  It is going to 
be a wonderful Mother’s Day!

Melinda will have supervised visits with her 
daughter soon in the Family Connections 
Courtyard

My life is a miracle.



As the Eugene Mission continually 
works to better serve our homeless 
guests, we feel it is important to hear 
from our donors and supporters, 
like YOU, as to where you believe 
opportunities lie to improve our 
efforts, as well as ensure that you 
understand where your contributions 
are currently going.
  
We ask that you take less than 8 
minutes to respond to an anonymous 
online survey that will help us in 
identifying areas where we can 
improve!

My Gift to Help the Eugene Mission
Thank you for your donations that provide a variety of loving 
ministries to the homeless mothers and children among us!
(A receipt for this tax deductible gift will be sent by mail.)

q  $1000   q  $500   q  $300   q  $100   q  $50    q  $25   q  $  _________________
q  Check Enclosed      q  Please charge my credit card    q  Visa   q  MC   q  Discover
	 	 	 											q  Monthly   q  One time only

______________________________________ _______________ _______________
Card Number Security Code Exp. Date

Name _________________________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________ 

City ______________________________________ State _________ Zip ___________ 

E-mail Address ___________________________________________________________ 

Phone _________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 
Signature (required for credit card donations)

q Please send my receipt 
monthly!

q Please send only an annual 
receipt!

q No receipt necessary, thanks!

Camp Harlow provided 
three scholarships and 
daily transportation so 
our camp-aged children 

could attend Spring Break 
camp!  One child said 

his favorite activity was 
the GO CARTS!  Sounds 
like fun to us!  THANK 

YOU to First B and Camp 
Harlow!  What a blessing 

for these children!! 

Please take our anonymous survey at:

www.eugenemission.org/survey

Thanks so much for your time! 

MAY NEEDS:
• Coffee, Eggs, Butter, 

Pancake Mix

• Jeans, Underwear, Aspirin, 
Cough Drops, Razors

• Volunteer Drivers, 
Warehouse Workers


