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As I lie in bed, I remember you…
As I lie in bed, I remember you; all night long I think of you, because you have always been my help.  

In the shadow of your wings I sing for joy. Psalm 63:6-7
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Sue, a Marine Corps veteran, and her 
two-year-old daughter Avi came to the 

Eugene Mission’s Women and Children’s 
Center one afternoon in late November 
needing beds. Just a few hours later, they 
needed a crib, too, as Sue went into labor 
in the middle of the night – delivering 
baby Nehemiah just one hour after being 

transported to the 
hospital!  (Now that 
was an exciting night 
for our guest services 
supervisor, Cortney 
Roy, who helped Sue, 
held Avi, and called 911 
to get the paramedics 
here!) Sue, Avi, and 
Nehemiah were back at 
the Mission just a day 
later.  And Cortney has 
quite a story to tell!

Sue and her husband 
Kevin are currently 
living apart as they 
search for employment 
and housing.  Kevin and 
their five-year-old autistic son Amir are 
living with relatives in a bustling, crowded 
and sometimes noisy house.  The family 
occasionally meets up for dinner in our 

dining hall, and spends 
time off-campus 
together during the 
day.  Sue and Kevin are 
thankful that the Mission 
provides a peaceful, 
quiet, clean and safe 
environment for Sue 
and the two youngest 
children during this 
transition period in their 
family’s life.  

Hoping for a painting 
job for Kevin, and 
housing in the Roseburg 
area, Sue is optimistic! 
“We have a lead on 
housing and things are 

falling into place the way they should.”

Please be praying for this sweet family – 
especially for a job for Kevin!  

Sue, Avi and Nehemiah in their dorm

Nehemiah was almost born in the 
Women & Children’s Center!

Our recent grant efforts have been focused on replacing old rickety white metal beds 
and wooden beds (which can be prone to bed bugs) with new, sturdy, black metal 

beds that should last for years to come.  Each single bed unit costs around $435.  We have 
over 400 beds in the Mission!  That’s a lot of beds and dollars.  We hope to secure more 
grant funding over the next couple of years to pay for this important investment.

THANK YOU to the following 
foundations who have granted the 
Eugene Mission funds to buy beds:

Autzen Foundation 

McKay Family Foundation 

Campeau Family Foundation

Safeway Foundation

C&D Barker Foundation 

Oregon Community Foundation Funds

Chambers Family Foundation
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Dear Friends,
On behalf of the entire Board and 
staff, we praise God for the honor of 
serving Him by serving the least and 
the lost of Lane County for another 
year at this “wellness shelter for the 
homeless.” The New Year is a time of 
contemplation, reflection, prayer and 
planning for subsequent works based 
on that prayer. As part of contempla-
tion, it is the perfect time to reflect on 
the very words that came out of the 
mouth of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

As Christ went up the mountain and 
seated himself to teach, He started 
teaching by guiding us to be “poor in 
spirit” which is humble and knowing 
that we can’t do anything on our own. 
We even need him to breathe!

This is a vital understanding for all 
who serve at the Eugene Mission. 
Serving 400 homeless guests a night 
(and another 250 using just our day 
facilities) who are in various states of 
mental and physical health as well as in 
various states of addiction, with only a 
small staff of 32 shows His glory and 
His protection. When we serve “poor 
in spirit,” we are blessed with His 
peace. 

“Blessed are those who mourn, 
for they shall be comforted.” 
Matthew 5:4

We mourn over our guests just as Jesus 
mourned over Jerusalem. We so desire 
our guests to “get well” and move on 
to a better life of knowing and believing 
in Christ. We desire for all to renew 
their lives, which includes permanent 
housing and a useful occupation. For 
some, that becomes a reality and for 
others it doesn’t. We mourn for them 
and He blesses us with comfort.

“Blessed are the meek, for they 
shall inherit the land.” 
Matthew 5:5

We continually try, in obedience to 
the Word, to walk in the strength of 
meekness at the Mission. A wonderful 
definition of meekness is “power under 
control.” It is important for staff and 
volunteers to serve in a meek and 
controlled fashion to show the true 
love and beauty of our God to all.

“Blessed are those who 
hunger and thirst for 
righteousness, for they shall 
be satisfied.”
Matthew 5:6

All of our guests are viewed as 
creatures of God needing love 
and dignity. We hunger and thirst 
for the day when our guests 

come to know Him and seek to be in 
right standing with the Lord. This is 
our intention and He blesses us with 
contentment.

“Blessed are the merciful, for 
they shall obtain mercy.” 
Matthew 5:7

Along with being “poor in spirit,” the 
Word of God calls us to be merciful 
towards our guests. We know many 
of our guests have led lives that have 
not been pleasing in the sight of our 
Lord and perhaps have led to family 
members casting them out. We often 
are called to love the unloved. We 
are able to courageously serve all 
of our guests, no matter what their 
background, with mercy and forgiving 
hearts because our God has been 
merciful and forgiving towards us.

“Blessed are the pure in heart, 
for they shall see God.” 
Matthew 5:8

The struggle for each of us is to keep 
the Lord first and always in our heart 
and mind. We do this imperfectly as we 
serve our guests but when we are “in 
the Lord,” purely focused on our love 
for Him, we are blessed with the ability 
to love our guests in a pure way.

“Blessed are the peacemakers, 
for they shall be called sons of 
God.” 
Matthew 5:9

Serving hundreds of homeless folks in 
various states of wellness means we 

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.”  Matthew 5:3
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are constantly involved in extremely 
un-peaceful situations. We continuously 
call on the Lord’s wisdom and 
discernment to be used to create 
peace where chaos exists. We pray He 
adopts us as sons of Him.

“Blessed are those who are 
persecuted for righteousness 
sake, for theirs is the kingdom of 
heaven.”

“Blessed are you when they 
revile and persecute you and 
say all kinds of evil against you 
falsely for My sake.” 
Matthew 5:10-11

Our population of guests are often 
extremely far from the Lord. This 
staff often takes the brunt of angry 
and fearful tirades and are sometimes 
unfairly reviled and persecuted even 
when the intention was to be loving 
and kind. We lovingly accept this as 
part of serving in this unique ministry.

With the Lord’s beatitudes as the 
backdrop of our works, we mention 
below a few goals we seek in 2015 
which come out of prayer and 
contemplation on His words.

1) Grow and improve the one year 
Christ-centered Life Change 
program to support 50+ 
participants; giving more men and 
women the chance to embrace the 
beatitudes as a way of life.

2) Expand the Guest Services staff 
so we can safely house 50-100 
more general population guests 
each evening than the current 350 
served, giving more folks a chance 
to live peacefully in right standing 
with God.

3) Expand the Social Services case 
management staff so we can be a 
useful part of the movement to 
end Veteran’s homelessness this 
year and to show thankfulness and 
mercy towards those vets who 
served this country.

Being poor in spirit, we know these 
initiatives will only happen by the grace 
of God. Expanding social services 
and guest services staffing will cost 
us $200,000 on top of the additional 
effort to raise $300,000 a year to 
solidify and sustain the Life Change 
program for the future. Thus, our goal 
over time is to raise $500,000 more 
a year or 25% more than the usual 
generous donations that come in to 
support the Eugene Mission. 

In the natural we have no idea how 
this additional funding will come. We 
are praying now about launching a 

communication campaign and some 
fund raising efforts to more widely and 
better explain the growing efforts of 
the Eugene Mission and to raise these 
additional funds. We will contemplate, 
pray and, with God’s wisdom, make the 
best decisions we can, desiring in our 
hearts to please and bring glory to His 
Name.

As always we thank our donors for 
being used by the Lord to support this 
“wellness shelter for the homeless.” 
Your donations allow the Eugene 
Mission to share with our guests the 
wisdom of the Beatitudes as well as 
the rest of God’s word and provide all 
the services we offer (food, bed, gospel, 
restoration) to help our guests “get 
well.”

May your 2015 be blessed by His peace 
and joy!

Wishing 
everyone a New 
Year filled with 
Beatific Love,

Jack Tripp

“Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of Heaven.”  Matthew 5:3
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My Gift to Help the Eugene Mission
Please use my gift to bring blessings to those who are poor and who 
are learning to be “poor in spirit” – providing “food, bed, gospel and 
restoration” to the homeless among us.
(A receipt for this tax deductible gift will be sent by mail.)

q  $1000   q  $500   q  $300   q  $100   q  $50    q  $25   q  $  _________________
q  Check Enclosed      q  Please charge my credit card    q  Visa   q  MC   q  Discover
	 	 	 											q  Monthly   q  One time only

______________________________________ _______________ _______________
Card Number Security Code Exp. Date

Name _________________________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________ 

City ______________________________________ State _________ Zip ___________ 

E-mail Address ___________________________________________________________ 

Phone _________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 
Signature (required for credit card donations)

New Year’s Resolution

What is your favorite way to enter a New Year?  Do you 
make a New Year’s resolution, plan to go on a diet or ex-

ercise program or do you clean out a closet?  Strategic planning 
for your next business year might be what you tackle first, or 
perhaps you work on setting some goals for the months ahead.  

A new year brings opportunities and possibilities which we try to 
anticipate, plan and prepare for; a clean start, fresh with potential.  
That sounds exactly like our 350 guests who come each night 
needing basic services such as food, shelter and clothing!  That 
sounds exactly like the Mission’s Life Change Program!  

The dilemma of long term homelessness in our area has captured 
our concern, prompting the Mission to create a practical 
program which can restore our displaced neighbors to the 
dignity of a life which has been transformed, healed, made well.  
That is a Miracle, wrapped up in an individual, isn’t it!    

C.S. Lewis put it this way, “Miracles are a re-telling in small letters of the very same story which is written across the whole 
world in letters too large for some of us to see.”   Each of us can be a small part of the Miracles which are daily taking place 
in the lives of those who live and work at our Eugene Mission.  Whether it’s your generous bequests, donations, gifts of quilts-
clothing-household essentials-food-toiletries and more–with EVERY DOLLAR that you give, EVERY HOUR that you volunteer, 
EACH NECESSITY that you provide to the Mission, you make a tangible investment in healing lives and making Lane County a 
safer and healthier home for ALL OF US.

As one of your New Year’s Resolutions, please do us the honor of coming over to see for yourself the activities of the Largest 
Hotel and Restaurant in the area!  Bring your Service Club, Networking Organization, small group, family, friends or neighbors 
over for a personal tour.  Call Julia at 541-344-3251 to set a time for your group to spend time on our campus–you will be 
impressed above & beyond what you might imagine. 

There is excitement down at 1542 West First Avenue as we enter 2015!  There is light, hope and Good News which transcend 
the difficulties that we observe.  Thank you for generously participating in this remarkable approach to improving our future, 
while meeting the needs of our homeless community.  

Debby Walker
Eugene Mission Board President

Eugene Mission Board of Directors:  John Horn, Kelly Fenley Mike 
Rimmer, Karen Doster, Wally Cassel, Debby Walker, Jim Gibbons, 
Joe Cavanagh, Jason Friesen, Rodger Terrall.  (Not pictured:  Casey 
Martin and Jenny Rexius).


