
We are thrilled to report that our Life Change Program mem-
bers are performing voluntary community service as part of their 
curriculum and training.  Weekly, our men and women program 
members join forces with Life Change staff and City of Eugene 
Parks and Recreation staff to perform a variety of landscape 
maintenance tasks to help keep the city parks in shape. 

Here are some great words sent to Butch Jones, Life Change 
Director, from the facility manager at the Amazon Community 
Center (one of the work sites).

Greetings Butch-
I meant to write you earlier to thank your crew for the wonderful work 
that they did here.

Life Change participants rolled in a few weeks ago at 8am just as we 
were all arriving for work at the community center.  They spread out 
quickly and worked hard and fast on weeding our beds and improving 
the grounds for the center. Everything looked so nice after they left and 
it was so quick that when I looked up again, you were all gone. It was 
like having “Super Landscaper” blow through. Please thank everyone 
for us here at the center. They did such a good job that when I went 
out to pick dandelions for our pre-school tortoise pet, there was not a 
weed to found. Not that I’m complaining!

Thanks for everything!

Along with landscape 
work, our program 
members also have the 
joy and opportunity to 
walk rescue dogs with 
the Northwest Dog 
Project.  Here’s a post 
from the Northwest 
Dog Project’s Facebook 
Page:

We have some inspiring news to share with you all! Northwest Dog 
Project has partnered with the City of Eugene and the Eugene  
Mission’s “Life Change Program.”

The Eugene Mission’s “Life 
Change Program” is for 
men and women who’ve 
been at the Mission for 
at least several months 
and are“sick and tired 
of being sick and tired.” 
At one point many have 
struggled with substance 
abuse, some have been 
physically, verbally, or 
sexually abused and have 
had a difficult time coping with the ongoing emotional damage of that 
abuse. Some have criminal histories and most experience the inability 
to maintain or find employment. Whatever their story, they continue 
to express a desire to “get well.”  They are hopeful that this one year 
commitment of healing and learning will lead them to a better future. 
Northwest Dog Project is overjoyed to be a part of their journey. 

Combining our rescue work with therapy programs for humans is 
something we’re passionate about putting into action. Lending a paw to 
social justice holds a very real and special place in our hearts. We are 
delighted for the opportunity to share our experiences and the healing 
power of these incredible dogs. If anyone can relate to this group’s 
resilience -- it’s these second chance dogs -- who have faced societal 
barriers of a rough past. 

This is just the dawn of some very important work that will permeate 
our mission at NW Dog Project for years to come. 

A huge thank you to everyone who has come together to make 
this possible. Our hearts gush with joy as we continue to watch the 
Northwest Dog Project family grow and evolve.
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New Partnership:
Life Change Program and Eugene Parks and Recreation Department!

Each of you should use whatever gift you have received to serve others,
as faithful stewards of God’s grace in its various forms.  1 Peter 4:10

My Gift to Help the Eugene Mission
Please use this Easter gift to give hope for a new life to men, women and children 
who find themselves without a home and staying at the Eugene Mission.

(A receipt for this tax deductible gift will be sent by mail.)

q  $1000   q  $500   q  $300   q  $100   q  $50    q  $25   q  $  _________________
q  Check Enclosed      q  Please charge my credit card    q  Visa   q  MC   q  Discover
	 	 	 											q  Monthly   q  One time only

______________________________________ _______________ _______________
Card Number Security Code Exp. Date

Name _________________________________________________________________ 

Address ________________________________________________________________ 

City ______________________________________ State _________ Zip ___________ 

E-mail Address ___________________________________________________________ 

Phone _________________________________________________________________ 

______________________________________________________________________ 
Signature (required for credit card donations)

q Please send my receipt 
monthly!

q Please send only an 
annual receipt!

q No receipt necessary, 
thanks!



April 5 we celebrate the resurrection 
of our Lord, Jesus Christ. As Christians, 
Easter is the most joyous of times. As 
Christians who serve at the Eugene Mis-
sion it is also the perfect time for us to 
reflect on that newness of life that His 
resurrection offers us and the oppor-
tunity to share that new life with our 
guests through our “wellness programs.”

We have been blessed in the last few 
months to see a number of guests who 
have been stuck for years at the Mission 
find renewal in closer walks with God, 
jobs, housing and healthier lifestyles 
as they turn from addictions that have 
enslaved them. They have indeed buried 
their old lives and are walking in new 
lives thanks to God’s abundant Grace.

 “Arise, shine, for your light has 
come, and the glory of the LORD 
has risen upon you.”  Isaiah 60:1

Recently, a group of folks touring the 
Mission mentioned how “light” the 
atmosphere at the Mission is versus 
what they expected. We hear that of-
ten. When God brings us the blessing 
of new life through what He did for us 
then “your light will break forth like the 
dawn, and your healing will spring up 
quickly.” We thank Him daily for instill-
ing in us the light and healing power of 
His love. We pray the Mission campus 
is a light to our guests and all who visit, 
especially in this Easter season.

We thank God for all who support 
this ministry. Thank you for being used 
by our Lord to help a number of our 
guests experience new life and to help 
create an atmosphere of light at this 
“wellness shelter for the homeless’. 
We offer, as an Easter gift, this beautiful 
prayer we recently found that is in the 
spirit of this blessed season: 

May today there be peace within.
May you trust God that you are exactly 

where you are meant to be.
May you not forget the infinite possibilities 

that are born of faith.
May you use those gifts that you have 

received, and pass on the love that has 
been given to you

May you be confident knowing you are a 
child of God.

Let this presence settle into your bones, 
and allow your soul the freedom to sing, 
dance, praise and love. 

May we walk in the light and newness 
of life this Easter season with souls that 
sing, dance, praise and love.  

In His newness of life,

Jack Tripp

 “Therefore we have been buried with Him by baptism into death, so that, just as Christ was raised 
from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.”  Romans 6:4

Moving On to a New Life!
So don’t you see that we don’t owe this old do-it-yourself life one red cent? There’s nothing in it for us, 
nothing at all. The best thing to do is give it a decent burial and get on with your new life. God’s Spirit 

beckons. There are things to do and places to go! Romans 8:12 – the Message

Ron Martin (53) walked into the doors of 
the Eugene Mission in 1999 as a recover-
ing heroin addict.  He is leaving the Mis-
sion now (finally!) after 16 years of living 
with and serving his fellow man.  Ron said 
he came from a family of alcoholics, that 
he had smoked pot, used heroin, and then 
substituted alcohol to get off heroin.  He 
detoxed on his own several times.  Ron 
never married and said that he went off 
the deep end with grief when his parents 
died, which was when he came to the 
Mission. He had worked many jobs in the 
past:  a welder, a hazardous waste remov-
al specialist, a fish processor in Alaska.  
However, he said his most rewarding 
years were volunteering here at the Mis-
sion, helping addicts and those who were 
hurting due to past mistakes.  Ron served 
at our men’s center Guest Services desk 
many an evening, helping staff members 
assist guests with check in, toiletries, bed 
assignments and just being a friendly face.  
Ron said it came natural to him – know-
ing how to treat the guests with dignity.  
“I walked through those doors just like 
them – I know how it feels.”  Ron has 
continued to work on his sobriety, day by 
day.  Ron said, “It was at the Mission that 
God became more than a “higher power” 
to me – He became ‘Lord.’” 

However, 16 years is a long time to stay 
at a homeless shelter.  We asked the 

question:  “Why did it take 16 years for 
you to leave?”  Ron said, “I became too 
comfortable here, I made friends here. I 
couldn’t leave on my own.”  Ron went on, 
“I’m so thankful for Jeff, my case manager, 
for giving me a kick in the pants to get 
out of here.  The Lord knew what I need-
ed.”  Jeff Tennant, Men’s Social Services 
Coordinator, said that Ron was one of  
his first challenges.  He told Ron he was 
going to help him get on disability and 
obtain housing.  Ron responded to Jeff 
with doubt and skepticism.  However, 

with persistence and prodding on Jeff ’s 
part, that’s just what happened!  There 
was a myriad of paperwork to wade 
through and complete in order to see if 
Ron, who had numerous serious health 
issues including arthritis and lung prob-
lems, qualified for Social Security disabil-
ity.  Ron said, “Jeff has been totally awe-
some.  I got stressed just at the thought 
of filling out paperwork so Jeff walked 
through it with me.”  Ron said, “I’m mad 
at myself that I’ve been here so long.  But 
I needed someone to help me move on.”  
Once Ron qualified for disability, Jeff was 
his advocate for Shelter Care housing, 
seeking programs for which Ron was eli-
gible.  We are excited to report that Ron 
is moving on and has moved OUT!  Ron 
said he plans on volunteering somewhere 
where he can continue helping addicts.  

Case management works!  It is tedious, 
frustrating, and time consuming, but well 
worth the efforts.  As the Eugene Mission 
continues to serve the homeless in our 
community, these social services efforts 
are crucial.  Quite frankly, we are under-
staffed in this area.  We have one case 
manager for over 230 men.  We hope to 
secure additional grant funding to be able 
to add another full-time case manager 
to the Men’s Center staff.  Will you pray 
with us that this will happen?  Thank you!

Easter Breakfast and Dinner Needs
Hams, Bisquick, Syrup, Butter, Creamer, Potatoes (raw and or instant), Bacon, Cheese, Fresh Fruit

Ron and Jeff in Ron’s new apartment!


